Plasma vitamin A in haemodialysis patients.
Different high performance liquid chromatographic systems were applied to the investigation of vitamin A metabolism in subjects undergoing haemodialysis. Plasma levels of retinol, retinyl esters and retinoic acid were measured. There was a significant elevation of plasma retinol and dialysis failed to normalise this level. No correlation with plasma concentrations of creatinine or urea was found. No differences in retinyl ester and retinoic acid levels were observed between healthy subjects and haemodialysis patients. These results suggest that retinol accumulation is not caused by a deficiency in its oxidative metabolism.